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and protector of Serbia, intervened, as Germany knew full
well would happen. Russian ambitions for the future were
bound up with Serbian independence. They dreamed of the
Slav race in Constantinople stretching to the Adriatic through
Serbia. Pan-Slav aspirations cut clean across Pan-German
ambitions.

On July 30, 1914, Russia mobilized her armies, and in all
the Foreign Offices, including Downing Street, where Sir
Edward Grey was working desperately to preserve the peace
of the world at the eleventh hour, there was the dreadful
knowledge that events were moving swiftly to universal
catastrophe,

France was bound to Russia. War with one meant war
with both. Germany was in a state divided between panic at
the forces rising against her and the fierce exultation of the
military caste because at last the invincible might of the
German Army would be proved to the world, ' It is now or
never/ said the German Emperor. On August x Germany
declared war on Russia, crossed French territory next day,
and demanded a right of way through Belgium,

To the last moment Germany half hoped and believed that
Great Britain would stand out, owing to political strife at
home, moral hesitation, and ties of friendship with the
German people. They were hopelessly ignorant of the real
conditions and quality of England, and they exaggerated the
gravity of industrial troubles and the threat of civil war on
account of Ireland. They were staggered and furious when
on August 4, after the German invasion of Belgium, the British
Government declared war. On the following day a German
mine-laying vessel was sunk off the mouth of the Thames by
the cruiser Amphion> the first act of hostility which ever
happened between Germany and Great Britain on land or
water. . . . The world-war had begun,

The history of that war is recent in our memory, and
cannot be told here* It soaked the fields of Europe in blood
and destroyed the finest manhood of many nations. It made